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WHAT IS A BIGOT? 
Those of our readers who take much interest in the 
great religious controversy which is now carried on in 
almost every part of Ireland, cannot fail to have noticed 
in how many cases liard words and hard names are 
made to take the place of fair and candid arguments. 
It is unfortunate for the cause of truth that controversy 
in general, and especially religious controversy, should 
have such a tendency to excite men's passions and to 
kindle the flames of angry prejudices in their minds. It 
is not our present business to inquire into the causes 
which produce this melancholy result ; we merely ad- 
vert to the fact as one which is not peculiar to our own 
age or country, but which has existed from the very 
earliest times. The apostles themselves experienced its 
ill effects, when their adversaries taunted them as per- 
sons " who had turned the world upside down" (Acts 
xvii. 6) ; and the orator Tertullus, when accusing St. 
Paul before the Koman governor, in a grave public trial, 
could find no more gentle or courteous terms by which 
to describe him, than that "he was a pestilent fellow, 
and a mover of sedition throughout all the world, and a 
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes." — Acts xxiv. 5. 
If the first teachers of the Gospel experienced such con- 
tumelious treatment, we need not marvel if those who 
in our own day attempt to stir up men's minds on the 
subject of religion meet with the like fate. 

Among the harsh terms which are used in the present 
day, in religious controversy, there is scarcely any 
epithet which men are more ready to cast against their 
adversaries than thAt of bigotry. Nothing is more com- 
mon than to hear it said — "Oh, such a man is an ob- 
stinate, narrow-minded bigot ; no person of sense will 
mind what he says." It often happens that neither the 
individual who makes the charge nor they who hear it 
have any clear notion of the real meaning of the word. 
It is sufficient that both parties are aware that bigotry 
is a term of reproach, which is ail the more effective 
for being ambiguous, inasmuch as each person can attach 
to it whatever unfavourable idea he pleases ; and thus 
hostile prejudices are often excited, without any real or 
eubstantial grounds. 

It may be useful, therefore, both for those who may 
be tempted to apply this term of reproach to their oppo- 
nents, and for those who occasionally hear it used 
against themselves, to consider what is really meant by 
the term, and to what class of persons it may justly be 
applied. We do not wish to engage our readers in any 
antiquarian discussion as to the first origin of the 
term.* We are content to take its meaning aa we find 

* U may amuse some of our readers to be told that the name bigot 
ii a very ancient one, and thai the person who gave occasion for Its 
use is suid to have been Rollo, the (frst Duke of Normandy, ( fide 
Stephan, Paschasium. Disquisit. FranciC; lib. 8., c. 2; et Chronic. 
Hiitorits Franc, de BoUorie, prima yormannorumductj-^ Hie Don 
est dignalus pedem Caroli osculari, nisi ados suum levaret. Cumijue &ui 
Ccmltes iilum admonerent, ut pedem Regis in acceptione tantl mune- 
li» (NeustfiBB provinc'iB) oscularetur, lingua Anglica respoodit, Ne se 
bigot, quod incerpretatur, Ne per Deum. Kex vei6 et sui ilium derl- 
dentes et sermoncra ejus corrupt^ referenies, ilium rocaveruntBigotb 
uad« Normaaai adbuc Bigothi vocantor." 



it laid down by Dr. Johnson, who is the highest autho- 
rity in this matter. He defines bigotry to be " preju- 
dice ; unreasonable warmth in favour" of party 
opinions ;" and a bigoted man, according to the same 
author, is one who is " blindly prepossessed in favour of 
something ; irrationally zealous." Bigotry, it is evi- 
dent from this, is not warmth and zeal in anything ; or 
rather zeal, and warmth, and prepossession are not 
bigotry; hnt unreasonable warmth, ^/mt/ prepossession, 
irrational zeal, are bigotry ; and those only are bigots 
to whose conductwuch epithets can justly be ascribed. 

As far as we ourselves are concerned, we shall not 
seek to disavow either warmth, or zeal, or prepos- 
session. We confess that our minds were long pre- 
possessed In favour of certain important truths before 
we entered upon the discussions wliich we have laid be- 
fore our readers in the pages of this journal. We were 
prepossessed by a conviction that the Word of God is 
true ; and that any creed or system of opinions which 
is not in accordance with this Word, and, much more, 
any system which is contrary to it, is fraught with very 
great danger to the souls of those who embrace it. This, 
however, ia not bigotry, because it is not blind prepos- 
session. The Bible proves itself to be the Word of God, 
and there can be nothing more reasonable than to be- 
lieve that whatsoever is not in accordance with that 
Word cannot have come from God, for lie cannot con- 
tradict himself. Neither are we anxious to acquit our- 
selves of the charge of zeal; for we have learned from 
St. Paul " to be zealous for that which is good in a 
good thing always." — Galat. iv. 18. We are zealous 
that our fellow. countrymen should be set free from the 
boniage of error and prejudice, and be brought to the 
knowledge of the truth; but such zeal is not bigotry, 
inasmuch as it is not irrational. We must further 
plead guilty to the charge of occasional warmth ; but 
this is not bigotry, unless it be excessive and unreason, 
able. It would ill become us to say that we are entirely 
free from prejudice; but we think it would be unfair 
to bring such a charge against us, unless it can be 
shown that we have advanced some opinion for which 
we cannot give a satisfactory reason. As for party 
opinions, if the phrase is meant for principles founded 
on the Word of God, we do not disavow being prepos- 
sessed in favour of them. In matters of religion, there 
are, properly speaking, only two parties in tlic world ; 
and we hope ive shall always be foun 1 ready to advo- 
cate the opinions, or rather the principles, of that party 
which is on the side of real Cliristianity ; but this is not 
bigotry, unless it be done with unreasonable warmth 
and unfair appeals to party prejudices. 

Having thus endeavoured to defend ourselves, per- 
haps needlessly, from the charge of bigotry, it now re- 
mains for us to point out the class of persons to whom 
this term may justly and fairly be applied. That man, 
tlien, is a bigot, whose persuasion of the truth of his re- 
ligion is founded upon prejudice, not upon evidence ; 
who is blindly prepossessed in favour of it, and irra- 
tionally zealous in its support and propagation. That 
man is a bigot, who, without reasoning or inquiry, be- 
lieves all that his Church teaches, and holds it un- 
doubted that whatever is not taught by his Church 
must be heresy. Such conduct would be reasonable 
if it were the result of inquiry and rational conviction ; 
but the man who is prepared to believe anything and 
everything that he is taught by his religious instructors 
would be a Mohammedan in Turkey, or a Buddhist in 
Hindostan, upon exactly the same grounds that he is a 
Eonian Catholic in Italy or Ireland. 

We are convinced that the cause of truth will always 
stand the test of fair and candid inquiry, and that 
blind prepossessions and prejudices, such as we have de- 
scribed, are no part of true religion. We are far from 
asserting that such prejudices are to be found only on 
one side. We believe tiiat there are bigoted Protestants 
as well as bigoted Koman Catholics. We know that 
on both sides are to be found men of narrow minds and 
prejudiced understandings — hasty in forming an un- 
favourable opinion of their opponents, and prone to 
condemn without inquiry. We, for our part, are re- 
solved, to the best of our ability, not to imitate such 
conduct. One of our chief motives in originating this 
journal was, because we believed that fi:ee discussion 



must lead to more enlarged and liberal views, and would 
tend to' dispel many of the false notions which each 
party is so ready to take up respecting those of the op- 
posite side. We are deeply persuaded that all Christians, 
whatever may be the Church to which they belong, 
ought to bear in mind and to act upon the solemn in- 
junction of the Apostle Peter, " to be ready always to 
satisfy every one that asketh them a reason of the hope 
which is in them" — 1 Pet. iii. 15. In order that a man 
may be able to give a 'reason to others, however, it i> 
evident that his own mind must be first enlightened as 
to the grounds of his religious belief. He ought to 
avail himself of every opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with the arguments in support of the doctrines 
which he professes to hold; and, on the other hand, he 
ought to be slow to condemn those who differ from him, 
unless he is first satisfied of the unsoundness of their 
views. And if, upon examination and careful inquiry, 
he becomes persuaded that others entertain erroneous 
opinions, it is his duty, not to censure them uncharitably, 
or to join in any acts of persecution against them, but 
rather to win them over by fair argument and kindly 
persuasion. The man who thus acts, whatever be his 
creed, will be sure to gain the respect and esteem even 
of his opponents: but the narrow-minded partisan, whose 
judgment is warped by prejudice, and who is opposed 
to full and free discussion, who forms his own opinions 
blindly, and condemns others without inquiry, is a bigot, 
and a foe to the cause of truth. 

It may at first sight appear a very strange pheno- 
menon, that many persons who exhibit great credulity 
themselves, and who take up their religious belief, as it 
were, upon trust, arc sometimes very augry when other 
persons venture to adopt opinions different <'rom theirs. 
It seems a curious anomaly, that a man wlio has be- 
stowed little or no industry upon the business of seek- 
ing truth for himself, should suddenly become indignant 
when he sees his neighbour anxiously inquiring where 
that precious treasure may be found ; and that he should 
be too often ready either to persecute him for so doing, 
or else to ascribe his conduct to base and interested 
motives. Such occurrences are, unfortunately, but too 
common in our own country ; and we believe that, in 
many cases, the real motive of such conduct is this. 
A man whose religious belief is founded on rational 
inquiry, who has himself examined the reasons for his 
faith, and perceived them to be solid and well-grounded, 
can afford to stand alone. Not so, however, the indivi- 
dual whose creed is based on prejudice and blind cre- 
dulity. His mind having no solid foundation on which 
to repose itself, and being devoid of a rational convic- 
tion of the truth of his creed, he naturally looks out for 
a numerous companionship in the faith which he pro- 
fesses. His belief, and the comfort of his belief, mount 
with the tens, and hundreds, and thousands, that are 
seen to be travelling along the same road witti himself; 
and thus it naturally comes to pass, that as his faith 
depends upon the faith of others, his doubts, too, are 
in their power. If his friends or neighbours waver in 
their religious belief, or if they change it altogether, 
a rude shock is given to his own inward peace of 
mind. It is not so much that his convictions are 
assailed, and his pride and self-love irritated by their 
opposition, but it is because something is withdrawn 
from the internal warmth and comfort of his soul, eo 
that he can no longer feel as tranquil as before. He 
is unwilling, perhaps, to acknowledge, evcu to his own 
mind, that his neighbour's change of opinion has robbed 
him of any part of his own assurance of the truth of 
his creed ; but yet, nevertheless, his feelings are the 
same as if he had been despoiled of that precious pos- 
session ; and these feelings prompt him to resent the 
injury, and to visit it upon the unoffending cause. 

Credulity, therefore, and bigotry go hand in hand; 
and when they are combined, as in the case we have just 
described, they too often break out into bitter persecu- 
tion and open violence.. The true, and, indeed, almost 
the only remedy for such evils, is to be found in an en- 
larged spirit of fair and dispassionate inquiry, which, in 
proportion as it enlightens the mind of him who seeks 
for the truth, will, at the same time, teach him forbear- 
ance and moderation towards others. The doubts an4 
difficulties of the yonng student in geometry cause n* 
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uncertainty in the mind of the profound matliematician. 
His con-rictions are too deep and solid to be so dis- 
turbed : bnt yet he can sympatliize witli those who fed 
such doubts, heeause they remind him of his own pa?t 
experience. On the other hand, the man who is blindly 
credulous, and who believes or disbelieves without in- 
quiry, knows nothing of scruples or difficulties, and has 
no fellow feelinR for others who may be searching for 



" Why, then, Brian." says Milse Dolan, " I am very 
sorry, and I'd give it to you with all my heart if I had it, 
but I laid out the last penny I had with me on this little 
pig here, and I have not got a cross now to bless myself 
with." 

"■Well," says Brian, "Pat, you can't put me off that 
way, for I heard from all the neighbours I met how well 
you did at the fair ; and 1 know you have your pocket full 



truth. He cannot understand why every one dots not , of money, if you liave the heart to give a poor man some.' 



exactly coincide in opin'on with himself; and the first 
show of opposition to his views only makes iiim obsti- 
nate and angry. When two narrow-minded disputants 
of this latter kind come together, instead of discussing 
their differences in a calm and Christian spirit, they 
would be ready, perhaps, like the two bishops at the 
Council of Trent,* to pull one another's beards, were 
it not that, unfortunately, the daily use of razors now 
leaves men no beards to pull. 

We have seen that bigotry has been described as " a 
blind prepossession" in favour of some peculiar opinions. 
One of the most common ways in which it exhibits it- | 
self is, when a man is induced, from some cause or ; 
other, to attach himself to some one individual, and to '. 
adopt all his views without inquiry. It is thus that ' 
party leaders acquire an ascendancy over their foi- | 
lowers, which enables tbeni to twist and turn them so j 
as to ailvanee their own interests, utterly regardless of ' 
the welfare of their misguided adherents. It is, doubt- 



" Sure, then," .says Pat, " you must know very well 
that what I sold the beasts for is not my money, but my 
master's. I have not got any money of my own with me, 
and you would not have me take the master "s money and 
give it to you." 

" Troth, then, would I," said Brian, " he is rich enough 
not to miss it ; and how does he know what you sold the 
beasts for? and it's little sin to take it from the likes of 
him, and give it to a poor man like me.'' 

So says Pat Blurray, " You may say what you like, 
but you will not make it out to be anything but robbery, 
if I was to take the master's money and make a present 
of it to you. I may be as charitable as I like with my 
own money, but I have no right to be charitable with 
other people's. But I'll tell you what's more, Brian 
Shaughnessy," says he, "if the money was my own I 
would not give you one penny of it. I am a struggling 
m;in. with a wife and five small ebililren to support, and 1 
don't think it would be any charity to take the breud out 



less, a far easier plan to adopt blindly the opiniuns of of (heir mouths and give it to you. that's as well able to 



others than to be at the trouble of forming tlieni fir 
ourselves ; but we need scarcely remark, that it is 
sometimes a very dangerous plan, especially when we 
fall into the hands of those who liave any pecuniary 
or other interest in misleading us. lleligion is a sub- 
ject of such deep and momentous importance, that, if 
we value it aright, we ought to study it for ourselves, 
and not allow our creed to depend upon the word of any 
man, or any set of men. 



work as I am, but that never docs a hand's turn, and 
would spend anything I gave you drinWng at Cassidv's." 

With thiit Bi'ian was very anijry, as you may suppose, 
and very bad ivords he gave. Mike Dolan became ter- 
ribly frightened — 

** For the love of heaven, Pat," whispered ho, "give 
him what he asks, and don t bring his curse on you and 
the children." But Pat only answered stouter and .stou- 
ter ; and the end of it was, that Brian Shaughnessy went 



We cannot, even if we would, divest ourselves of the down on his knees in (he middle of the road, and put 



duty of inquiry where religious truth is concerned 
and if we realty wish to be set free from the bondage 
of bigotry and prejudice, if we seek to arrive at truth, . 
and to attain some solid resting-place, on which we can j 
safely take our stand, for time and eternity, there is no , 
better or surer path for us to follow than that marked 

out for us by the Apostle Paul (1 Tliess. v. 21) 

^^ Prove all thinys ; hold fast that which is good," 

THE FAIR OF LOUGH.\IANAGII. I 

I stipposE that everybody knows that the great fair of i 
Loughmanagh, in the county ot Westmeath, is held every 
Valent'.ne's day. There was a capital fair last month ; I 
don't know when there was a better show of beasts, and 
very good prices they felclied. Pat Murray, that some 
of you may have heard of, was there selling cattle for his 
master ; and a very good job he made of it, and he had a 
good bundle of bank notes in his pocket with him when he 
was going h<»me in the evening. Mike Dulan walked 
borne with him, for he had been at the fair, too, where he 
had laid out his money on a little slip of a pig tliat he was 

driving home before him. The two men were verv good , , 

friends, and they hid a pheasant walk together (Pat in for yon to talk. 

great spirits at the bargain he bad made) until they got that many a one has suffered from the corse of people that 
about half way home, when, just after jon cross the bridge, were never able to pray much good for themselves or 
and a little before you come to Cassidy's public house, who anybody else." 

should Ihey lueet but Brian Shaughnessy, the big beggar- I "Why, then," says Pat, " you'll never persuade me 
man. I don't think cither of them were glad to meet to that — you'll never make me believe that the Lord is 
him, for there was never a more lazy, good-for-nothir.g more willing to do harm than to do good ; or that if a man 
scoundrel than that same Shaughnessy: every penny he can't pray himself out of poverty, he can pray other 
could get went for whisky, and it was not his own money ; pi ople into it." 

that paid for it either, but be had such a tongue that there "Well, but," said Mike, "what do you say to poor 
was not one that liked to provoke him or that would not j Norah Cailaghan, that this same Brian Shaughnessy 
rather any day give him a trifle than stand the abuse he | cursed ? I know that she was recovering from her con- 
would give if they refused him. So when he and the boys j finement when he begged at her house, and I don't know 
bad saluted each other, _ | what made her refuse him ; but refuse him she did, 

I'll walk back with you." says he, "to Cassidy 'sand and give him cross words besides; and he gave her 



such fearful curses on Pat Murray and all his seed and 
generation, that it would make your hair stand on end 
to listen to him. 

" O Pat Murray, Pat Murray," said Mike Dolan 
when they walked on ; " the saints between us and harm ; 
but why would not ye take my advice and give him 
what he asked ? I would not for a thousand pound 
be in your skin this blessed night, after the curses he put 
on you. It would be better for you to run after him 
now and make it up with him, and get him to take 
them otf. " 

" I'll do no such thing, then," said Pat; " what should 
I be afraid of him fi>r ? Is it because I would not rob the 
master's money, and give it to a good-for-nothing scoun- 
drel like him? Do you think his prayers have such influ- 
ence with the Almighty, that the Lord would punish me 
for not breaking one of his own commands because he bids 
me? If his prayers have so much effect as all that comes 
to, why does not he pray himself a good coat on his 
back and plenty of money in his pockets, and then he 
would have no need to tempt an honest man to do a wrong 
thing for his benefit ?" 

" Ah, then, Pat," said Mike Dolan, " that's no way 
"You ought to know as well as I do. 



you'll treat me., and give mc some monev to take with me, 
for you must have plenty of it after the fair.'' 

"Indeed, then," says Pat Murray, "I'll not stop at 
Cassid/.s or any where else, for its growing dark, and I 
don't want to be oat late these winter evenings with money 
in my pocket." 

Mike Dolau made some excuse, too, for not stoppin" ; 
bnt Shaughnessy was not to be put off, and says he, *' I 
don't mind if you can't stop ; but at any rate you'll just 
give me haif-a-cro\vn between you, for it's well you can 
afford it, and I'll leave you my blessing." 

• L>*.<toar r^-fldfrs stiouW suppose that ihis U a ealumtiy of sofne 
IM'gMed Prow»tant tiiMori:in. we here present mem withtlie words of 
«te» (Ktttodox Gftrdinai Pallavlcini. wtlo Certainly wout* not needle^.ty 
Mr anyttiing to ttie discredit of the venerable men who composed the 
CouncH— "Turn vpro tanensis, ut mos est tracundii percilis, exarsit 
In liltlnoem fon^^ pemiciosiorcm uifori ipsfl Injurifl quani a<t-um iViat. 
Mnt t* Cltfrotiensis barhwn hijfctd manu, mHt>os exed pilot atmitit, 
m emfiKlim alMioejsit."— ( J'irfe I'ailaii, Hist. C»ii«. TrU. Tom. i. p. 
tri, Aug Via. 177».) We pitj the poor bishop who thus lost a haod- 
IM of hairs out of bis beard; and we could almost fency that, when E>r. 
J»lrtl*oll <tefltte(f bff otl7 to mean '^nnreasrm^Ale itarmth ia tLvovtr of 
ftrty oplntona," he had MieM venerable cembatants In lifa eye It 
ii^y be deemed, ^erh^pa, some eivtt«ie for their quarrel, that the point 
i« dispute reltited to the abstruse doctrine of original sin ! Notwltb- 
atXfld^flg these hHler lACeraal dls-^eDsioas, however, the Council ef 
Tl-et>i, elftini4nff ce act ttader tlie inspiration ef the Hoty Spirit, twtdty 
•voaouneed their usttal aaatbetna upon all who prestuaed to 4ilfer 
nroffl the decree at which tbey tioally itrrived ! 



such a curse that she went back to her bed, and never rose 
up from it again alive." 

"Why, I say," says Pat, "that it's no wonder. She 
is not the first person a friglithas killed. I could tell vou 
stranger stories than that, that I heard from Thady Byrne, 
the pensioner, of things he saw when he was in the West 
Indies. He told me that the blacks there have got what 
they call Obeah men ; and when one of these puts his curse 
upon one of them, the poor fellow sickens and pines, and 
he never will tell who has cursed him ; and if nothing is 
done at last he dies ; and sometimes whole scores of them 
die this way by one of these Obeah men ; but if the master 
can find tlie fellow out, and give him a sound flogging, 
all the sick fellows recover at once." 

" The Lord only knows," says Mike, " what power 
wicked spirits have ; and I don't doubt but, as you stay, 
God can't be more ready to hear prayers for evil than 
for good ; but maybe the devil hears the curse and brings 
it to pass." 

" So, then," says Pat, " you want me to be alVaid lest 
the devil shonld bring Brian Shanghnessy's curses on mc. 
Now, I tell you that I don't doubt that the devil would be 
well please*! enough if Brian Shaughnessy could tempt 
me to wrong ray master; and I don't donbt, too, but that 
the devil would be willing enough to hurt me, whether 
Brian Shaugfaness; tells him or no; but while I try 



to obey God, I am not afraid of man or devil hurting 
me beyond what he permits them. And I think I 
might as well say my prayers to the devil at once as let 
Brian Shaughnessy make interest for me with him not 
to hurt me ; or as well as do a wrong thing, lest he should 
persuade him to do me a mischief. Believe my words, 
Mike Dolan, Brian Shaughnessy can't put any one in the 
devil's power but himself ; his wicked words can't harm 
those that are in God Almighty's keeping; and if a curse 
puts any one in the devil's power, it is those who speak 
it. I'll show you," says he, '• out of the Psalms who it 
is that cursing harms;" and he polls a book out of 
his pocket, and he reads this verse which describes the 
punishment of him that took pleasure in cursing his 
neighbour — " As he loved cursing so let it come to him; 
as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from him. 
As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his gar- 
ment, so let it come into his bowels like water, and like 
oil into his bones." — Psalm cviii. 18. 

So when he had read these words, Mike Dolan stop- 
ped short, and " Pat," said he, " what book is that you 
are reading these words out of?" 

" What book should it be," said Pat, " but God's own 
book ? sure it's the Bible." 

" The Bible!" says Mike, lifting up his hands; " O 
Pat, Pat, sure it's not Bible reader you are turned. Did 
not you hear what Father Sheehy threatened from the 
altar a;riinst all those that would read that book ? It's 
well known it makes all those heretics that read it ; and, 
then. Father Sheehy will curse you from the altar with 
hell, book, and candle, and what will become of you thea« 
here and hereafter ?" 

" Why," says Pat, " I hope, with God's blessing, I 
may survive Father Sheehy 's curse as well as Brian 
Shaiiuhnossy's.'' 

" What 1" says Mike, " are you going to even the 
curse of a fellow like Brian Shaughnes.sy with the curse 
of a priest of the Church? Though I don't road the 
Bible, I've heard how the prophets of old could call down 
fire from heaven on those that would not obey them, and 
how the apostles, too, could punish those that despised 
them, and I know God is with his Church still, and that 
a priest's curse is sure to be heard." 

" Well," says Pat, " I do read the Bible, and I can 
tell you that you are very much mistaken if you think 
that either prophets or apostles cursed out of their own 
heads; they could do no more than foretell the good or 
the evil which God was about to bring on those who loved 
him, or on those who despised him ; but they could not 
make any harm happen to any one against God's will. 
And if you'll attend to me, I'll read for you the story of 
the Prophet Balaam, which is told in the 2'2nd of Num- 
bers. You must know that there was one Balak, Kin^ 
of Moab, who was an enemy of the Jews in those days, 
and he had often heard of the Prophet Balaam, and he 
knew that good or evil had often followed according 
as he had blessed or cursed. * I know,' said he to 
Balaam, ' that he whom thou blessed is blessed, and be 
whom thou cursest is cursed.' So you must know, Mike, 
tliat Balak thought the prophet put on his curses all out 
of bis own head, and that he could curse any one he liked, 
and that, if he could get him to curse his enemies, the 
Jews, it would be all over with them ; and he offered to 
pay Balaam well for doing the job. Balaam, though h« 
was a prophet, was not a good man, and well pleased 
enough he would be to earn the king's money ; but he 
knew better than to think that he could curse any one if 
God did not bid him ; and he knew very well, too, that if h* 
did curse, it was himself and not the Jews that would suf- 
fer by it. So, though he was longing for the money, be 
did not dare to give the curse. ' How shall I curse,' 
said he, ' those whom God has not cursed ?' and at last, 
says he — ' If Balak would give me bis house full of silver 
and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord mj 
God, to do less or more.' That's the story, Mike, of 
the way the prophets bad the power of cursing ; and as 
for the apostles, I know that St. Peter was able to strike 
Ananias and Sapphira dead when they lied unto the 
Holy Ghost ; but I know, too, that the apostles never 
thought they might ciu'Seanyonetheylikedoutof their own 
beads. Many a beating St. Peter and St. Paul got, and 
many a time they were shut up in prison, and they never 
once ventured to put their curse on those that ill-used 
them. But," says Pat, " I'll believe that Father Sheehy 
has the power of cursing, like the apostles, when I see him 
work miracles as they did. Let him cute the lame, and 
make the blind see, and raise the dead, and then, if we see 
that God hears his prayers for good, we will have cause 
to be frightened when he prays us barm." 

" O Pat, Pat," said Mike, " I am afeard you are in 
a bad way, hardening yourself that way ; there is no 
knowing what the priest might do to you.' 

" Well," says Pat, " I often heard say that he could 
turn a boy into a hare, but I tell you now, and I'd say it to 
Father Sheehy himself, this minute, here I am now, and 
you may turn me into a hare, or a rabbit, or a cow, or any 
other beast you like, if you can. Somehow or other, Mike, 
I don't tb^ he'd ds it when it came to that ; and if the 
priest can make cows as easy as all that, suppose, ia- 
stead of turning good Christians into cows, he was to 
torn the rats and mice into them, he might stock hu 
fams then without going to the fair of LonghmaDagb, or 
without troubling us much about does dther." 



